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Alexeyevka, My Native Town

If you ask me to describe the place I was born in, it won't be an easy task, because at first glance there is nothing special about a small provincial town. It cannot boast any unusual sights or exotic landscapes. There are plenty of such towns all around Russia. But for me Alexeyevka is a whole world full of exciting and unforgettable things and associations. It is not simply a town; it is my homeland that I would never change for any other place..

So, let's get acquainted with my native town closer. Alexeyevka is situated in the east of the Belgorod Region and borders on the Voronezh Region. The town is surrounded by hills and located in the valley. The population of Alexeyevka is about 40 thousand people.

Being a small provincial town Alexeyevka, nevertheless, is famous for its food processing plants. One of them is the joint stock company "Efko", widely known for its products not only all over the country but even abroad. Other profitable factories are the milk cannery, the meat packing plant and the sugar refinery.  We also have several engineering and road-building enterprises that help to make our town well organized.

Alexeyevka is proud of its celebrated fellow-men: a man of literature and philosophy Nickolay Stankevich, a historian of literature Alexander Nikitenko, one of the organizers of health services in the Voronezh region Tikhon Tkachev. In 1829 a serf peasant Daniil Semyonovich Bokarev invented a way of extracting sunflower oil. The poet Alexey Koltsov made his verses in our town. Opera soloist of the Bolshoi Theatre Dmitriy Usatov, the teacher of Shalyapin, spent his childhood on the banks of the river Tikhaya Sosna. 

Nowadays Alexeyevka is widening and its buildings are becoming higher. Comfortable public gardens, new micro districts of beautiful newly built multistoried houses, and clean, looked after streets full of trees and flowers give our town a modern look.
Architectural harmony is reached due to a wide range of historic buildings, which are wonderfully kept, and modern houses and offices brought into line with these old merchant residences.

Several marvelous Russian-style churches situated in different parts of the town are open for services. The newly built Palace of Culture "Solnechny" is perhaps the major attraction of the town and it houses the Central Library, the Home of Children's Art, the People's Theatre, the cinema, a lot of clubs and what not! It is a real center of the town cultural development.

Our teacher's college, senior agricultural college, junior technical college, seven secondary schools, the school of arts, the Museum of Local Lore also play an important role in the cultural life of the town. 

Speaking about the landscape of our countryside, I should say that it has its own peculiar character. I think I live in one of the most beautiful areas in the world. I love the greenery of our fields and the quiet current of the narrow river. Home, sweet home! There is no better place in the whole world!   

