Art

When people say ''art" they mean such things as drawing and painting, sculpture and the applied arts. So art is the making of what is beautiful in all these genres. 

Man started creating works of art in prehistoric period. Prehistoric art existed not only in the forms of cave art. Art works were carved out from the stone as well. 

Later on the Egyptians started what is called nowadays Western Art. Egyptian Art influenced Greek Art, and Roman Art used Greek Art as a model.

Afterwards such styles and movements as the Renaissance, Neoclassicism and Classicism were inspired by antiquity. The Renaissance is the period of European art history from the early 14th to the late 16th century. It was characterized by the values and artistic styles of classical antiquity. The most important Renaissance artists are Botticelli, Leonardo da Vinci, El Greco, Michelangelo and Raphael. 

The Baroque style with artists like Rembrandt and Rubens is the style of art, which dominated European art for the most of the 17th century. The works of Baroque art were dramatic and emotional. They included real people as the primary subject. It was during this time that art was created to appeal to the average person’s sense and emotion, and not to religious or aesthetic feelings. Genre painting was invented and the idea of painting still-life works became quite popular. 

The Neoclassical style is the 18th century movement in art, which was also inspired by antiquity. It was characterized by its special emphasis on form, simplicity, proportion and restrained emotion.

Romanticism characterizes the artistic and intellectual movement that originated in the late 18th century. It stressed strong emotion, imagination, freedom from classical correctness in art forms and rebellion against social conventions. The Romantic style is represented by the names of such masters as Turner, Constable, Goya and Blake.

During the period of Realism nature and life were for the first time depicted in an honest and unsentimental way. Instead of taking from the past, artists began to actually paint and create from their own life experience, based on their observations of the world around them. This was a major stepping-stone into the world of modern art.

Impressionist painters wanted to depict real life, to paint straight from nature, and to capture the changing effects of light. The impressionist style is characterized chiefly by concentration on the general impression produced by a scene or object. Monet, Renoir, Degas, Manet, Pissarro are the impressionist painters.

Realism, Impressionalism, Abstract art, Surrealism, Pop Art, Expressionism were typical of the later 19th  and 20th centuries.

Expressionism is an artistic style in which the painter seeks to depict not objective reality but rather the subjective emotions and responses that objects and events arose in him.

The style of Surrealism is represented in the pictures by Salvator Dali.

