Art and Russian Artists

What is art? Why does man create it? It’s not easy to give answers to these questions. But it is quite evident, that a great work of art contributes to our vision of life and leaves us profoundly moved. A real masterpiece withstands the test of time, and the artist remains for us a magician whose work can mystify. Art like poetry suggests much more in terms of meaning and moods than it states. So the value of each painting lies equally in what it says and how it says it. 

The history of our national art dates back to the old Russian icon-painting. Russian frescoes, miniatures and icons have always been popular all over the world. There’s a great lot of symbolism in every religious painting and the works of the famous Russian artist Andrei Rublyov are no exception. Thus, Rublyov’s masterpiece “The Trinity” presents a triune God in the image of three angels. The icon radiates love, piece, harmony and holiness to people who are gazing at it. Really, Andrei Rublyov brought a true devotion and prayer into the process of creating his icons.

The art of Russian painters includes portrait painting, represented by Orest Kiprensky, Vassily Perov, Karl Bryullov and Boris Kustodiev; genre painting famous for the works of Aleksei Venetsianov and Pavel Fedotov; legendary painting of Victor Vasnetsov and Nikolai Roerich. Ivan Shishkin is best known for his landscape painting. His masterpieces are kept in the Tretyakov Gallery and the Russian museum. Shishkin always depicted nature in all its pure beauty and preferred to draw daytime full of sun, full of life. He is said to be one of the most thoughtful and masterful portrayers of Russian nature. Shishkin’s landscapes leave unforgettable impression on the viewers.

There’s a popular belief that natural environment influences national character. The canvases by Shishkin and Savrasov are marked by special spirituality. The subjects of the painting, the colour scheme and the ability of the artists to penetrate into the beauty of life and understand its changeability help them to achieve the effect that allows us to call their pictures the songs of mighty beauty.

